JOHN

Lesson 11 John 11:1-57

In this lesson, we are going to encounter a living witness who will attest to Jesus’ power over death—clearly demonstrating

that Jesus indeed is "the resurrection and the life." Once again, we will observe the importance of God’s timing (vs. our

own) and Jesus’ power over all creation, including death. We will also expand beyond our study of John a little bit to

examine Jesus’ teaching about what happens when we die.

Read John 11:1-57 and consider the following:

1.

As the story in John Chapter 11 unfolds, we are referred to a place called Bethany, a small village just east of the
Mount of Olives and approximately two miles from Jerusalem. This key piece of geographical information will shed
much light on the activities in this passage. Living there are friends and supporters of Jesus and his ministry:
Lazarus and his two sisters Martha and Mary. We will encounter Mary again shortly; can you remember what she
does that demonstrates her great love for Jesus? (see John 12:1-10)

The two sisters, realizing that Lazarus is sick and dying, send for Jesus. They knew that he had the power to heal
him. Once again, we come across something in these opening verses that we do not expect: why was Lazarus ill?
(see John 11:1-4)

Jesus also tells the disciples that he knows that Lazarus will not die. How awesome is the power of Jesus that he
knows who will die and not die, and when they will die? Martha and Mary were stressed over the thought of losing
their brother Lazarus; little did they know that God had other plans. Re-read John 11:5-6. What is odd about verse
5 as opposed to verse 6? If verse 5 is true, then why did Jesus do what he did in verse 6?

We read in John 11:7-15 Jesus’ explanation to the confused disciples regarding why he lingered, and why it was
now time to go. He told them that being in fear and walking in the dark are the times when we stumble; but if we
walk in the light, as Jesus was, then we can go about doing the will of God without fear. You can note in verse 15
that his waiting the extra two days wasn’t just for the sisters, but for the disciples as well: "...so that you may
believe.” In John 11:17-19, what do we find the situation to be when Jesus and his disciples arrive in Bethany? Who
else beside the sisters are present there, and why?

Because Lazarus has died, and because Bethany is so close to Jerusalem, many mourners have witnessed Lazarus’
death and are now present to see the resurrection miracle that Jesus will perform. Both of these points are
important to remember because of the future role the resurrection and these mourners will play on the day we call
"Palm Sunday.” We will examine this more closely in a future lesson, but for now read John 11:45-46 and describe
what role the mourners played in God’s great plan.

As we read through the story (John 11:17-44) and see how devastated everyone is with the death of Lazarus, we
can recognize the real pain that death brings. It is a finality, there is no turning back, dead is dead; and following
the death of someone, there is no hope—or is there? Although Mary and Martha both proclaim their faith in Jesus,
one can nevertheless see the hopeless feeling that surrounds the small village, the mourners, and the sisters
themselves as Jesus is led to the tomb of Lazarus. Even Jesus is moved by the sadness of all those around him.
Death is an evil and unpleasant thing for all who experience the loss of a loved one. It even moved Jesus to tears,
and it caused many to doubt Jesus (see John 11:37 in particular). How does Martha react when Jesus asked to have
the stone covering the tomb removed, and why does she react this way?



7. Asrecounted in John 11:41-42, why does Jesus thank God that He hears him, before raising Lazarus?

8. Lazarus is raised from the dead, but we don’t read anything about his reaction to being resurrected. However, we
do see the reaction of the mourners who go back to Jerusalem; some believing in Jesus, and others reporting to
the Pharisees all that they had seen. What happens in Jerusalem, and where does Jesus go? (see John 11:43-57)

9. Let’s close this lesson with a quick look at a well-known parable that Jesus conveys to us in Luke 19:16-31. The
parable concerns a rich man and a beggar named Lazarus (but not the Lazarus in our scripture in John). In our
online lesson study of Luke, we dig deeper into this parable, this teaching from Jesus; but for now, simply read
through the verses covering the parable and list all of things that you can learn regarding life, death, and what
happens when we die, for both believers and non-believers.

This lesson demonstrates the victory over death that having faith in Jesus brings us. Jesus revealed both to the Jews of his

day, as well as to us today, that he is "living water," "the light of the world," and "the resurrection and the life."

In our next lesson, we will travel with Jesus one last time, as he prepares to make the greatest sacrifice ever made for all of

mankind.

So let’s rejoice that we have Jesus as our Lord and master, our Savior, and our King!

In Christ,

Wes



