MARK

Lesson 5 Mark Chapter 5

In this lesson, we will be examining Chapter 5 of Mark, and | believe we will discover things in this lesson that we haven’t
noted before, even though the passages are very familiar to many of us. Just as we have seen in previous lessons, large
crowds continue to follow Jesus and his disciples. As the chapter opens, we find Jesus once again on a boat. You will recall
from our last lesson that, after teaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee—and with the crowds growing very large— Jesus
got into a boat in the evening and sailed across the Sea of Galilee to the other shore. During the trip, they encountered a

great storm. Demonstrating his power over the elements, Jesus calmed the storm and the sea.

In the current lesson, Jesus and his disciples are arriving on the other side of the sea, at Gerasene. Here, Jesus will
demonstrate his authority over the demonic world. It’s interesting to note that Chapter 5 is comprised of three teaching
events, one with the demoniac at Gerasene, and the other two demonstrating both his power to heal as well as his power
to raise people from the dead. I have included two pictures of the Sea of Galilee, one showing a calm sea and a boat
traveling from one shore to the other just as Jesus and his disciples would have done on many occasions. The other
picture is taken from the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee, it shows us what the countryside looked like, especially along

the shore, as Jesus landed in the beginning of Chapter 6.

In our study, I would like you to consider a question that perhaps you have never considered before. Specifically, we
have already seen in just five chapters of Mark that Jesus was attracting crowds in the thousands. They were coming
from all parts of the area, from as a far south as the land around Petra, and from as a far north as Lebanon. These are
people who were surrounded by, and living in, a very religious culture with strict religious leaders. Isn’t it interesting
that the Jews themselves would be so hungry for spiritual truth, healing, and forgiveness that they traveled all over the
Sea of Galilee just to hear Jesus? And the Gentiles did as well, as we will see in this lesson. Do you think this observation

might also apply today?

For example, today we live in a country that was theoretically founded on solid Christian principles—and yet many in
this country continue to seek answers from everything and everyone except Jesus. Clearly the "church" would appear to
be failing—but is it? Do we need to take a step back and look at the Gospel message being preached today? Is it
addressing the needs of the people it should be reaching? Have we either abandoned the main doctrines of the faith or
watered down grace to the point where it is of no value? Are we more concerned with looking like Christians and being
politically correct, rather than spreading the gospel? Have we forgotten what the lost look like? Have we gotten so

comfortable in church, that the very work of the church has been forgotten?

I ask these questions because clearly this was the case in Jesus’ day. The Jews who were to be "the light unto the
Gentiles," were not. In fact, they were not even light unto themselves. Those responsible for administering the faith had

abandoned the truth and sought instead to elevate themselves for personal gain and attention.

Today is no different. Millions are lost and are looking for the truth, i.e., the Gospel of Jesus Christ. May we as followers
of Christ, and as a nation founded on Christian principles, begin a great revival, so that, like Christ, the crowds who
come to hear the gospel are many, in the hundreds of thousands. The need is urgent, and the time is now. We need to

get in our boats and go fishing for the millions of lost souls around us.



So let’s join Jesus as his boat comes ashore in the region of the Gerasenes. Just as he arrives, he is met by a demon-

possessed man. There is much we can learn from this account in Mark Chapter 5.

Read Mark 5:1-20, then consider the following questions:

1. The demon world is real. In fact, it is just as real today as it was in the time of Jesus’ ministry. However, as we
observed in our study of Angels & Demons, man’s idea of the demon world—vs. the truth about it’are worlds
apart. Particularly today, the influence of novels, plays, and Hollywood has distorted the world’s view of
demons. Swinging wildly from almost a comic character ("the devil made me do it!"), to the bizarre and
horrifying scenes in movies (like "The Exorcist,” we come to this passage not truly understanding the real world
of demons and demon possession. Let’s look closer at this story and see what we can learn. First, how do we
know the man is actually demon-possessed, aside from the fact that Jesus drove them out of the man?

2. What do you note occurs in the very moment that Jesus steps out of the boat? Who meets Jesus when he gets out
of the boat? Look at the scripture carefully, particularly verses 6 and 7. (see Mark 5:1-7)

3. How is this man’s behavior different than what we’ve seen portrayed in the world today? How does Hollywood,
for example, depict demon possession?

4. Realizing that demon possession is nothing like Hollywood’s portrayal, what can we observe about the difference
between how Jesus treated the demon possessed man, versus how Hollywood portrays exorcism?

5. Again, this event is in the book of Mark to teach us about Jesus’ power over the demonic world—power that even
the demons themselves acknowledged. Why do you suppose, with all of Jesus’ authority over these things, that
he would ask what the demon’s name was. Wouldn’t Jesus have already known this?



10.

11.

12.

Living on the Gentile side of the Sea of Galilee, the demoniac was now clean of all of the demons; he was "re-
born.” Jesus had given this Gentile a new life. Incredible! The demons possessed the swine, and the entire herd
of some 2,000 of them drown. How does the village react? Compare it with how the man reacts? (see Mark 5:14-
20)

What is the difference between the instructions Jesus gave the Gerasene after driving out the demons, and the
instructions that Jesus had previously given others after healing them. Also, why the Decapolis? What exactly is a
"Decapolis” anyway? (see Mark 5:19-20)

Then we see Jesus crossing back over the Sea of Galilee in a boat, probably to the shores of Capernaum. As
before, having seen Jesus’ boat coming, a large crowd has gathered. Upon Jesus’ arrival, a synagogue ruler
approaches Jesus and asks him to come and lay hands on his dying daughter. (You will recall that Jesus has been
teaching regularly in the synagogue at Capernaum.) He implores Jesus to put his hands on her so that she might
be healed; he clearly does not want his daughter to die. In the description of this event found in Luke 8:42, we
also learn that this is the ruler’s only daughter. We can only imagine his heartache, and his faith in Jesus, as he
begs Jesus to heal her. Jesus agrees, but what happens as they walk toward the home of the ruler from the
synagogue? (see Mark 5:21-24)

The crowd grows as Jesus and the ruler walk toward his home. In the narrow streets of Capernaum, it is easy to
imagine the crowd "pressing” in on them. There are many in the crowd who are eager to see what Jesus does at
the ruler’s home. | am sure that there are also those who want to hear more about the demons that Jesus called
out of the Gerasene; and there are those who are seeking healing as well. One of those pressing in on Jesus was
a woman; she wanted to desperately touch Jesus’ cloak and be healed. Why couldn’t this wait until Jesus had
cared for the dying girl? What was this woman suffering with that needed healing? (see Mark 5:25-29 and
Leviticus 15:25-27)

Believing that she could be healed by merely touching Jesus’ cloak, the woman was miraculously healed
instantly. Was Jesus’ cloak "magic?” (see Mark 5:30-34)

Why is this particular healing event included as part of the story of the synagogue’s ruler and his dying daughter?
What is Mark showing us—moreover, what is Jesus showing us—by having this miracle occur when Jesus is
supposed to be going to heal a man’s dying daughter? (see Mark 5:35-37)

Jesus allows only the parents of the deceased girl and three disciples to witness the girl being raised from the
dead. Who were the three? Why them in particular? Why not all of the disciples? (se Mark 5:38-43, Deuteronomy
17:6, Mark 9:2, and Mark 14:33)



13. What exactly did Jesus do to raise the girl from the dead? What special phrase or incantation did Jesus use when
he did this?

At the beginning of this lesson, I said that I believed we would see things in this passage that we had not noted before.
Clearly that was the case for me. When we look at both the demoniac and the little girl who died, we see that Christ used
his authority over both the demon world and death. He did not need special incantations, man-made objects, or any

magic. He spoke, and it was so. This is the power of Christ.

We saw this as well with the woman who had bled for twelve years. It wasn’t Jesus’ magic cloak that healed her; it was
her faith in Jesus. Nothing made, or invented, by man comes close to the real thing, whether it be our portrayal of the
demonic world or our ideas about them. Jesus tells us that if we know him, we will know the truth, and it will set us free.

Never put your faith in anything man-made or imagined by man.

If you are uncertain of your relationship to Christ; if you are more interested in the demonic world than you are the
eternal world that awaits those who follow Christ; if you are fearful of the world around you (both seen and unseen); if
you think that there is no hope; then today is the day to place your faith in Jesus. Today is the day to surrender and see
the miraculous things that Jesus will do in your life. Just as he created three new people in the events of this lesson, he
will give you new life as well. We are saved by his grace; all you need do is ask him. Simply read John 3:16 and ask Jesus

to come into your heart today. He will change your life forever.
Thanks for studying with us! Have a great week!
In Christ,

Wes



