REVELATION

Introduction End Time Study Background

It seems that now more than ever we appear to live in a world turned upside down. Everywhere we look we see injustice, pain,
suffering, turmoil and political unrest. What is happening, is God still in control or has man somehow wrestled control away? Is it

hopeless, is this the “end” everyone fears? Will a nuclear or natural disaster finally come that destroys us all?

Today as we pass another Easter Holiday we find ourselves asking the same questions the disciples asked two thousand years ago,
“When will this happen? What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the world?” Like the disciples then we’d like a
sign, an indication of when Christ will return, and each of us would like that information for different reasons, just as the disciples
who wanted him to return to overthrow the oppressive Roman Government. We are anxious for His return in order to end the
injustices, the pain, the suffering, and we yearn for a time of peace, a peace we know we can only have when He is reigning as

King of Kings. When will this happen and what will be the signs that His return is imminent?

This week marks the beginning of a journey looking into God’s Word about what He would have us to know about Christ’s
second coming and the end of this age. Using the Book of the Revelation as our guide we’ll allow His Holy Spirit to open our
eyes to what lies ahead, what the signs of those times will be, and what we are to do with this information between now and
Christ’s return. Knowing these things will provide us with a peace that passes all understanding as we face the challenges of the
days ahead. God is in control, He is on the throne and His plan of salvation for man will not fail. I've read the back of the book

and through Christ we win!

How are we to think about the last days leading up to Christ’s return? Where are we in God’s plan for His Son’s triumphant
return? What will His return be like? What will we be doing in His kingdom? Are we allowed to even know these things, should
we even dare attempt a study of future events? What are we to do with this book called the book of The Revelation of Jesus
Christ? Why is it in the Bible and can we even hope to understand any of it? These and many other questions are all things

we’ve asked ourselves from time to time.

Be assured that as we begin this study God is very much leading all of us to know Him in a deeper and more intimate way than
perhaps He ever has as He reveals through His Son Jesus His plan for His creation, His people, and His kingdom in the
coming days. Using our Bible as our only tool for interpreting prophecy let’s commit to this study with an open mind, an open
heart, and a prayer that God will bless us through this study, equipping us to stand firm with the Gospel of Christ in the

coming days.

Before we actually look at Revelation itself lets consider some of the end time instruction Christ and His Apostles give us in

other New Testament books. It will prepare us and help us to open our eyes to the truths contained within Revelation itself.

Let’s consider the following questions for our introductory lesson:



1. Make a list of recent events or headlines that indicate to you the return of Christ is near based on the following three
headings: (I listed about 25 different things when | did this.)

a. Lifestyle (Apostasy)

b. Environment

c. Political

2. What does Christ tell us in Matthew 24:4-8 and verses 36-39 about the coming end times? How does Genesis 6:5 relate
to this?



3. Given what Christ tells us how does our list from question 1 stack up against what Christ tells us?

4. Well, if our list of things above in question 1 aren’t the signs of His coming, but only birth pangs and if no man is to
know the hour He is coming then why is there so much in the Bible about His coming again and what are the real signs
his return is imminent? (Read the following verses and list beside each a summary of what it tells us.)

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
b. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

c. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

5. If these are some of the signs of His coming again and they are still future then what are we to do now - how can we

prepare for an event when we don’t know when it will be, and why is there so much in God’s Holy Word about it if

we’re not to know when?

a. 2 Thessalonians 2:15

b. Peter 1:13-15

c. 1 Peter 4:7-19

d. 2 Peter 3:1-9

e. 2 Peter 3:10-18

f. Revelation 1:3

g. Hebrews 10:25

h. Matthew 24:4-6

i.  Matthew 24:27



We begin a grand journey this week as God allows us a look into the future and confirms in doing so that He is very much on
the Throne and very much God who sent His only Son to die for us and raised Him up on the third day so that we might also be
saved and be adopted into His eternal family. One recurring theme through all of scripture is God wants us to be on watch, to
be careful, to be grounded in the truth about those days so that we are not misled now, or in the future. Next week we’ll see

there’s another reason He’s written down His words in the book of Revelation.

For this week then we see that all of the “signs” man would point to as the “end of the world” are just that, man’s signs and not
God’s. Don’t be fooled. We’ve had disease, disaster, political corruption, child abuse, behavior of every imaginable thing all
before and we’ll have it again, but these are not the signs we’re looking for — the real signs we’ve begun to learn this week and

will learn in depth in the coming weeks.

We're learning there will come a time when the “Church” will teach lies as truth, when they’ll deny the deity of Christ, and a
great falling away from sound doctrine will occur. There will also come a time when Satan will be worshipped as the Christ and
the Jews hunted down and slaughtered as something “god” ordained. There will come a time when a different Gospel will be

preached to the whole world and then the end will come. Are we getting close? Next week God will take us one step closer.

I'm praying He’ll richly bless you as you study with us through this powerful study and will draw you closer to Him than ever

before. Let us ground ourselves in the Bible and stand firm for His return draws closer with each passing day.

Yours in Christ,

Wes



